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Ages of Globalization is a free,
groundbreaking initiative that

empowers students (14+),
educators, and lifelong learners

with the knowledge, skills, and
values to drive sustainable change. 

Building on Professor Sachs’
groundbreaking book

https://cup.columbia.edu/book/the-ages-of-globalization/9780231193740


Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs

www.jeffsachs.org

World-renowned economics professor,
bestselling author, innovative educator, and
global leader in sustainable development,
Professor Sachs is the Director of the Center for
Sustainable Development at Columbia University,
President of the UN Sustainable Development
Solutions Network and SDG Advocate for UN
Secretary General António Guterres. 

https://www.agesofglobalization.com/about-the-instructor
https://www.jeffsachs.org/
https://csd.columbia.edu/
https://csd.columbia.edu/
https://www.unsdsn.org/
https://www.unsdsn.org/


Paleolithic
70,000–10,000 BCE            

Neolithic
10,000–3000 BCE                 

Equestrian
3000–1000 BCE        

Classical
1000 BCE–1500 CE                  

Industrial
1800–2000           

Digital
21st Century                     

Ocean
1500–1800                      The initiative takes learners on a journey

through the 7 ages of globalization with
the perspectives of geography,

technology, and institutions across time
and place.
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8 BIG QUESTIONS
What are the main drivers of global-scale change?1.
How do geography, technology, and institutions interact?2.
How do changes in one region affect other regions?3.
How has global interdependence changed throughout history?4.
What lessons can we glean from each age of globalization to help us meet our challenges today?5.
How can the world in the 21st century achieve prosperity, social inclusion and environmental
sustainability?

6.

How should our global governance be reorganized to achieve peace and sustainable
development in our multipolar world?

7.

How can we secure global peace, and how can global ethics help to secure peace?8.

serve as a guide to explore past, present and future



“By understanding our
shared history, we can
also understand how to
meet the great challenges
of our time.” 

    Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs

https://www.jeffsachs.org/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhyYKouSzmY


Ages of Globalization contributes to 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/decade-of-action/


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Knowledge &
Solution-Oriented

Thinking
Learners explore global history,

sustainability challenges, and
innovative solutions, critically
engaging with regenerative

pathways for sustainable
development.

Learners foster empathy,
intercultural understanding,

and values-driven
leadership, motivating

young people to connect,
collaborate, and lead

change for the common
good.

Social & 
Emotional Skills

Action-Taking 
for Sustainable

Transformations
Learners turn ideas into

action and drive sustainable
transformations in the
personal, societal, and

political sphere.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
https://www.unesco.org/en


28 dynamic video lectures and lesson plans

Action-based learning activities and interactive maps

Monthly live sessions with world leaders

Virtual visits to UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Key Features



CLASS 1-6

Foundational content
on globalization

28 CLASSES

CLASS 7-24

The seven ages of
globalization

CLASS 25-28

The great 21st
century challenges 

LINK TO THE 
COURSE OUTLINE

Each class consists of ~5 videos, supported by a
lesson plan and suggested learning activities

“A learning experience for life!”
Ismael Lima do Nascimento, School Leader from Brazil

https://www.agesofglobalization.com/course-overview
https://www.agesofglobalization.com/course-overview
https://www.agesofglobalization.com/course-overview


EXAMPLE OF A CLASS OUTLINE

CLASS 1. INTRODUCTION TO THE AGES OF GLOBALIZATION

LEARNING GOALS 

8 billion people living in an interconnected world 

Interconnectness through trade, finance, tourism, technology, climate 

The challenges facing the world today, especially young people 

Sustainable development is our goal 

How history helps us understand how to achieve our goals

CONCEPTS & DEFINITIONS
CHAPTER SUMMARIES

REVIEW QUESTIONS: CHECK YOUR FACTS & FILL-IN-THE-BLANK 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES: DATA / MAPS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BUILDING TOWARDS THE CAPSTONE 
ADDITIONAL READINGS

Chapter 1 VIDEO
Chapter  2 VIDEO
Chapter 3 VIDEO
Chapter 4 VIDEO
Chapter 5 VIDEO

https://youtu.be/T04dgsJQ_Wc
https://youtu.be/vZZWSRQqZMA
https://youtu.be/vZZWSRQqZMA
https://youtu.be/vZZWSRQqZMA
https://youtu.be/t8zfm5UJsq0
https://youtu.be/g_VwtzE1XZA
https://youtu.be/JrpQswaPrHA


EXAMPLE OF A LEARNING ACTIVITY

CLASS 1. DATA & MAPS

“What’s it like in my locale/home”

Pick one specific part or item of your daily life, such as food (agriculture), local market, stores,
phone, transport (bikes, cars, public transport, etc.) and answer the following QUESTIONS:

Where did it originate from? 
Are you able to find the source? Is it local to your town? Or is it from somewhere else?
Where has it traveled to and from? 

MAPPING: Now, on a map, map out the various routes and places that this item has traveled. 

DEBRIEF & REFLECTION: What does the mapping show you? What did you realize from your
mapping? You may realize that even simple items from our day-to-day life are somehow
interconnected to many other places and things beyond you. It may have been made in
another place, it may have traveled many places to get to where you are. In such a way, most
all aspects of our lives are interdependent beyond ourselves.



EXAMPLE OF A LEARNING ACTIVITY

CLASS 1. COMMUNITY ENGAMEMENT & STUDENT ACTIONS

Read the Brundtland Report and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

Take a look at the 17 SDGs. Under each SDG, research (by using online resources
or by asking community members, elders, teacher or by using your local library
and local news) to list how your locale is doing related to that specific SDG. You
may also want to hold an informal gathering to hold a group discussion.

What are the sustainability issues in your town?

Are there some areas where your town has been able to address the sustainability
issues successfully? How?

What are the continued challenges? What can be done to improve the issue?

Share your findings with your class, teacher, family, peers and friends.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf


Students will be challenged to apply learned knowledge and research to
creating an impact on their community. 

Every lesson they will be guided with prompts, directions, and ideas to help
them become changemakers for the global goals.

STUDENT CAPSTONE PROJECT

CLASS 1. BUILDING TOWARDS THE CAPSTONE

Take a look at the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Which ones are pertinent
to your community? Which ones are interesting to you?
Make a list of 5-7 SDGs that you may want to work with throughout this course.
Then, write down two key points about each SDG.
Keep these in mind as we go through the following lessons.



A forum for dialogue to bring
together today’s world leaders
and tomorrow’s changemakers
to identify concrete solutions to
the world’s biggest challenges

UN A T  Y O U R  
D O O R S T E P

MONTHLY LIVE SESSIONS

https://www.agesofglobalization.com/live-sessions


Ages of Globalization’s live component for high school
assemblies, extra-curricular activities, Model UN

clubs, community NGOs, or the traditional classroom

A unique opportunity for young people to engage
directly with world leaders and UN officials on a

monthly basis on topics, such as peace and security,
climate change, poverty, inequalities & related SDGs

Features



Potential Speakers

António Guterres
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY

GENERAL

Yasmine Sherif
EXECTUIVE DIRECTOR

EDUCATION CANNOT WAIT

Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus
WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Felipe Paullier
UN ASSISTANT SECRETARY-

GENERAL FOR YOUTH AFFAIRS

Angelina Jolie
AMERICAN ACTRESS &
UNICEF AMBASSADOR

Kilian Mpappé
FRENCH FOOTBALL PLAYER &

INSPIRED BY KM

Rebeca Grynspan
UNCTAD DIRECTOR GENERAL &

COSTA RICAN POLITICIAN 

Aya Mouallem
ENGINEER & FOUNDER OF ALL

GIRLS CODE

Boyan Slat
DUTCH FOUNDER OF THE

OCEAN CLEANUP

Erik Solheim
FORMER UNEP DIRECTOR &

NORWEGIAN MINISTER OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

Karimot Odebode
NIGERIAN POET, LAWYER AND

YOUNG LEADER FOR THE SDGS
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Richa Gupta
INDIAN TEACHER & FOUNDER

OF LABHYA NON PROFIT



EVERY MONTH:A T  Y O U R  
D O O R S T E P

CLIMATE ACTION

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

HUMAN RIGHTS

QUALITY EDUCATION

GENDER EQUALITY

ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

PEACE & SECURITY

POVERTY

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

GREEN ENERGY

GLOBAL HEALTH

MEDIA & INFORMATION

DIGITALIZATION &
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

2 WORLD LEADERS
1 GLOBAL CHALLENGE

UN

Simon Kofe
TUVALU’S MINISTER OF TRANSPORT,

ENERGY, COMMUNICATION  AND
INNOVATION Q1. How do geography, technology, and institutions need

to interact for humanity to successfully adapt and
mitigate climate change?
Q2. How can youth be a main driver of global-scale
change for the climate?

SDG 13 Climate Action + all other SDGs 

Yurshell Rodríguez
COLOMBIAN ENVIRONMENTAL

ENGINEER



AGENDAUN A T  Y O U R  
D O O R S T E P

Participants respond to a
quiz or poll suggested by

the world leaders related to
the global challenge

 INTERACTIVE
ENGAGEMENT

A student moderates the
second overarching discussion
question and raises questions

submitted and upvoted by
young people

 DISCUSSION Q2

Professor Sachs welcomes
participants, introduces

the world leaders and sets
out the context and focus

of the dialogue

WELCOME

Participants create a
collaborative word cloud

(e.g. 2 key words associated
with the global challenge)

 INTERACTIVE
ENGAGEMENT

The world leaders introduce
the global challenge, connect
it to current world affairs and

why they’re active in tackling it 

 THE GLOBAL
CHALLENGE

A student moderates the first
overarching discussion

question and raises questions
submitted and upvoted by

young people

 DISCUSSION Q1

Participants share ideas on what
young people can do to tackle the

global challenge in their school,
home, community, and the world

 INTERACTIVE
ENGAGEMENT

OPTIONAL Participants can stay
on for 20 minutes to connect with

3-5 peers from other countries
for unmoderated discussions,
sharing insights perspectives,

and experiences

PEER EXCHANGE



YOUNG PEOPLE AT THE FOREFRONT OF GLOBAL CONVERSATIONS 

4 Sessions - 6000+ Participants - 160+ Countries



YOUTH SOCIAL MEDIA TAKEOVER 

A T  Y O U R  
D O O R S T E PUN

in
PARTNERSHIP 

with

Iphendule Xhakana
Media Communications

at GGFA Malaysia  

Alya Khairina
Environmental Education

Officer at WESSA South Africa

&

#OurVoiceOurPower

https://www.yre.global/
https://www.agesofglobalization.com/live-sessions


Participating in the social media takeover for the UN

at Your Doorstep session was truly rewarding. The live

session effectively demonstrated how young people

can actively shape discussions around the SDGs and

foster a sense of community among participants.

Moderating the session was an inspiring and eye-opening

experience. It reaffirmed my belief in the power of

collaboration and gave me hope for the future. This is

truly an experience I will cherish forever.

The program provided an amazing platform to

showcase my school's environmental initiatives on a

global stage. The program also offered fantastic

networking opportunities with people passionate

about creating a positive environmental impact.

 Emma Mitchell
Student from Scotland

 Senaka Samarasundera
Student from Sri Lanka

 Alya Khairina
Youth from Malaysia



PRE-
DIALOGUE

LIVE 
DIALOGUE

POST-
DIALOGUE

Participating educators receive 45 minutes of pedagogical
materials to develop a follow-up dialogue with their
students. 

The focus will be on students’ key takeaways and suggested
activities to inspire action in their schools, homes and
communities for the SDGs.

TAILOR-MADE LEARNING RESOURCES

Moderated by young people, participants engage with
world leaders and UN officials during a 60 minute online
dialogue. 

Each session will focus on one global challenge and related
SDGs, 2 key discussion questions and focus on how young
people can become changemakers. 

Participating educators receive 45 minutes of pedagogical
materials to introduce students to the global challenge,
related SDGs and the world leaders. 

Students can submit and upvote questions and a few get
the chance to moderate segments of the live dialogues.



KEY TAKEAWAYS BY PARTICIPANTS



Participating in this program was not just an educational experience, it was a life-changing

moment. I discovered how interconnected our world truly is and how small, meaningful actions in

our communities can ripple out to impact the wider world. Through the interactive sessions and

collaborative projects, I felt empowered to address pressing issues like pollution and

community awareness in ways I never imagined possible. What touched me the most was the sense

of belonging and purpose I found. Ages of Globalisation brought together individuals from

different walks of life, all united by the same hope: to leave this world better than we found it.

The Ages of Globalization course has been a transformative tool in my 9th-grade

Global Citizenship class. Through its curriculum, my students have explored world

demographics, mapped global interconnectedness, and analyzed the SDGs through

powerful frameworks like the 5 P's of sustainability and the traits of a good

society. It's been incredible to witness their understanding of the world deepen as

they engage with these concepts and connect them to real-world challenges.  

Ages of Globalization is a superbly designed course and set of support materials. It cleverly

weaves the humanities and social sciences to identify the overarching drivers and patterns

that have propelled humanity into the anthropomorphic era. I audited the course for

evaluating its relevance as a constructive, foundation resource for a program being designed

for endorsement by the Western Australian School Curriculum and Standards Authority. Ages

of Globalization will be invaluable for that purpose. Above all, it will provide students

with a framework for understanding how and why humanity has evolved to this point and

evaluating the actions needed to transform its current trajectory.

 Viergina Jeanty
Student from Haiti

 Carla Susana 
Cevallos Mathus

Teacher from Mexico

 Rees Barrett
Teachers for Climate

Australia



YOUR COURSE, YOUR JOURNEY

Ages of Globalization COURSE 

28 CLASSES (See the Course Outline)

EACH CLASS INCLUDES
60-75 minutes of video-based lectures
(broken into 4-5 Chapters)
60-120 minutes of student activities
(either in and/or out of the classroom)

UN at Your Doorstep LIVE SESSIONS

1 LIVE SESSION PER MONTH (See the Syllabus)

EACH LIVE SESSION INCLUDES
60 minutes live session / virtual event
60 minutes of preparatory pedagogical materials
60 minutes of follow-up materials, including
student activities (either in and/or out of the
classroom)

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS CAN CUSTOMIZE THE COURSE
TO THEIR NEEDS & PICK AND CHOOSE WHAT CLASSES
AND LIVE SESSIONS ARE MOST RELEVANT FOR THEM

https://www.agesofglobalization.com/course-overview
https://www.agesofglobalization.com/_files/ugd/198411_aad45966b71d46ccaaf77ec55eb216af.pdf


Participating teachers have the opportunity to

TEACHER BENEFITS

The AoG...
...is multidisciplinary & 
interactive 
...connects to the real-world 
...is action-oriented &
 solutions-focused
...fosters holistic learning

Teachers and educators are key partners to enable transformative education 

Upon successful completion, students and teachers receive certificates

Develop their ESD competencies

Collaborate with peers at global level

Enhance their students’ learning experience



OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

CLASS 7-24 on the 7 ages of globalization (Paleolithic, Neolithic, Equestrian, Classical, Ocean, Industrial, Digital)

CLASS 1-6 on globalization and global change

CLASS 25-28 on today’s complex challenges

LIVE

SESSION 1

LAUNCH

EVENT

LIVE

SESSION 2

LIVE

SESSION 3

LIVE

SESSION 4

LIVE

SESSION 5

LIVE

SESSION 6

LIVE

SESSION 7

LIVE

SESSION 8

LIVE

SESSION 9

BETA RELEASE 20 Sept. 2024             ALPHA RELEASE Sept. 2025

BETA ROLL-OUT CALENDAR 2024/25

ROLL-OUT 2024/2025

Course materials are released in batches. All interested
schools and life-long learners are invited to enroll in the

course and provide feedback on their experience.

All course materials are enhanced based on
schools’ feedback and available in a

modulable way. 



JOIN US IN TRANSFORMING EDUCATION &
SHAPING MORE PEACEFUL, INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURES 

Partnerships

 Education Partners  Dissemination Partners Funding Partners

Bring unique opportunity to

schools to be at the forefront of

innovating education

Feature the course at high-level

events alongside the UN

Sustainable Development

Solutions Network and partners

Nominate speakers and design

pedagogical materials for the

UN at Your Doorstep

Bring unique opportunity to

schools by disseminating and

sharing this initiative with your

networks via events, social

media, newsletters, and other

channels

Become an integral part of the

Ages of Globalization & UN at

Your Doorstep

Partner benefits range from

brand recognition on our

website, social media, and

brochures to participation and

speaking roles in live events, and

the creation of awards and local

impact projects for schools



Advisory role to ensure accessibility and relevance to learners and educators worldwide

Global Educator Committee

Jason Cohen Vanessa Lincoln Yaya DamaIlan Enverga Marcela Villan Mieke van

Ingelghem

Milton Villarroel Preeti Puri

David Homa Dorothea Müller Huda LabibAbhilasha Singh Hannah XuElyana Zawaideh Emily SurmanAdams Ibrahim



AOG Partners & Collaborators



agesofglobalization@gmail.comCONTACT 

Join the Listserv
Enroll in AoG

https://www.agesofglobalization.com/contact
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaMIsnLwi9H73vuxg4FdfEkotsUc2p2WOcmRtPpR7XzI0jsA/viewform

